SUPERVISION AND CONTROL.            317

r

iind position of eprh single atom throughout infinity of
space.*

Tnrnirg A*om the p~st to the future, we must not
let ti*e limited nature of our recognition of the course
of future events prevent us from forming a just opinion
as to the way in whseh the future must "be always
present before God. We can judge of the past by its
effects, but we are almost utterly unable to judge of
the future by its causes. Yet we cannot doubt that
the future is present in its germs, precisely as the past
is present in its fruits. It may be regarded in fact as
merely a peculiarity of man's constitution that the
past is more clearly present to hfe mental vision than
the future. It is easy not only to conceive that the
future and the past should b^ equally present to
intelligent creatures, but to conceive of a form of
intelligence according to which past events would be
obliterated from the mind as fast as they took place,
while the future should be as actually present as to the
fc ordinary human mind the past is.

In considering the Omniscient, however, all ques-
tions of degree must be set on one side. The future
must be as absolutely and essentially present to Him
in ifs germs as the past has been shown to be in its
fruits. If a grain of sand contains in its state/ftgure,
and position, the picture of the universe as it is, and

* In fact, if we consider the matter attentively, we see lihat there
cannot be a single atom throughout space which could have attained its
present exact position and state, had the history of any part of the"
universe,chowever insignificant, been otherwise than it has actually been,
in even the minutest degree.